CHAPTER   VL

THE EVOLUTION  OF THE  RESURRECTION AND
OF A FUTURE LIFE.

TN the last chapter we arrived at that point in the Evolution
of Judaism where but a single step intervenes to separate
the Jewish Conception of God and the Jewish Code of
Morality from those of Christianity; and yet that single step
cannot be taken for some three hundred years to come. In the
present chapter, accordingly, I propose to institute an inquiry
into th^ causes that have interposed this delay; and the
narrative will f orm one of the most interesting and instructive
chapters in the whole history of Judaism.

To begin with, it will be remembered that we found in a
former chapter that the active centres, the evolving mtclei of
all religions might be reduced to three, viz. a Conception of
God, a Code of Morality, and a Supernatural Ideal. It would
seem probable, therefore, that if the conception of God and
the code of Morality of the Jews were, during the period of
Greek domination, or say about 300 B.C., separated by but a
single step from Christianity, the delay in passing over into it
was due to some incompleteness in the evolution of the third
factor, the Supernatural Ideal. And this a priori probability
will be found in actual fact to be true. That both the J ewish
conception of God and the Jewish code of Morality were at this